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ACTIVITIES ABOUND IN THE NEW YEAR

A Joyous Christmas at
Resurrection

Parishioners, friends
and family cele-
brated the Nativity
of our Lord Jesus
Christ in splendid
fashion during the
recent  Christmas
holiday! One hun-
dred fifty-three wor-
shippers gathered to acknowledge the birth of Jesus
Christ during two worship services on Christmas Eve
and one service on Christmas Day.

A big thank you to all who contributed to make this
a most joyous Christian celebration including the
choir, hospitality committee, acolytes, readers, serv-
ers, and ushers and our many volunteers.

Annual Parish Meeting

Make plans now to attend the Annual Parish Meeting,
Sunday, January 22. There will be one worship service
at 9:30 am. The meeting will begin at approximately
10:45 a.m. and will include committee reports, year-
end financial statements, Vestry and delegate elections,
and other parish information. A pot-luck luncheon will
follow. This is an important meeting in the life of Res-
urrection and everyone is encouraged to attend.

For the luncheon, couples are asked to bring a meat
dish or other entree; singles, bring a side dish or des-
sert. Drinks will be provided.

Men’s Ministry Continues

As the new year begins, ALL men of the church are
reminded and invited to attend the monthly gathering
of the Men’s Ministry. The group meets on the third
Saturday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in the church
undercroft. A light breakfast is served, along with
men’s fellowship and a bible devotion/study. The
next meeting will be January 21. Please make plans
to attend.

Epiphany Celebration

Epiphany is now upon us.
Epiphany, meaning the revela-
tion of God the Son as a human
being in Jesus Christ, is a litur-
A gical season of the church and
2 vy this year will be celebrated for

seven weeks from January 8 to

February 22 (Ash Wednesday).
The season got off to a great
start on Sunday, January 8 with the sharing of the tradi-
tional King Cake following both worship services.

A

Mid-week Eucharist resumes

The mid-week worship service continues into 2012
and is offered each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. The ser-
vice includes quiet meditation, prayer, a brief scrip-
ture reflection and holy communion. The service pro-
vides a mid-week opportunity for worship, and flexi-
bility for an increasingly diverse and busy congrega-
tion. The service lasts approximately 30 minutes.

And he said unto them, “How is it that ye songht me?

wist ye not that 1 must be about my sather's business?”
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m“y S Prayer Llist
Fa For understanding, patience, hope,
endurance and healing, please pray for

these and others in need.

In Sympathy In Attendence

Ilrleen
Stuteville, a
member of
Resurrec-
tion for the
past several
years and a
frequent
attendee of
the  10:30
a.m. wor-
ship service,
died December 22, 2011.

May the soul of Irleen, and the Attending the funeral of JoAnn
souls of all the departeq, through Allinder December 21, 2011 was
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Mary Greenlee (daughter) and Rob

AMeN  Allinder (son) of JoAnn Allinder.

Angie Phillips

Evelyn & Lou Jameson

Eeland Spears

Louise Kremer

Rita Townsend

KC Community Kitchen boasts a record

: Clara Lynch
year for meals served in 2011 Y
The KC Community Kitchen served a record number of meals in 2011,
A total of 159,162 meals were served (a 17% increase from 2010). The VISIONS is a monthly publication of the

Episcopal Church of the Resurrection, 1433
NW R.D. Mize Rd, Blue Springs, MO, 64015;
(816) 228-4220; Fax (816) 907-8495.

An average of 620 meals served per day

R emem be r | < Subscription: The VISIONS is sent to all mem-

- ; b_ers of the Ep.iscopal .Churc.h of the Rgsurrec-
N eceSS | ty Pantry ; tion, Blue Springs, Missouri and to Friends of
Ingathering |

the Church upon request. If you would like to
be included in our mailing list, please contact
the church office at 1433 NW R.D. Mize Rd,
Blue Springs, MO, 64015, (816) 228-4220.

Our subscription list is reviewed and up-
3rd Sunda‘y Of _every month dated in January each year.
* * * Needed this month * * * Seadlire: Mail 6 e Church
. eadline: Mail all news items to the Churc
Dish Soap, Hand S'oap, Shampoo, Toothpaste, office at the address above or email to Ron
Canned Food (fruit, meat, vegetables, Tuna), :vlclntire,OI RAllylﬁlntire(%comcast.ne;I by the
ast Tuesday of the month prior to publication.
Boxed Food (Cerea_l’ potatqes, etc.), The VISIONS editorial staff reserves the right
Adult Toothbrushes, diapers (size 3 and 4), to edit all submissions for spelling, grammar
$ Donations for Utilities and space.

Staff member .........ccooceenee. Brenda Mclntire

NO Paper Towels please. EGHOT e Ron Meclntire
Rector......ccceoveuene. The Rev. Ronald Keel
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Directory Changes PPPPPPPPIPNPPPPA
chﬁﬁgﬁéﬁ'i%ﬁessr@rbsbcgIobal net JMM
| | Anniversagies

Jamie Anne Scott
Jamie Email: Jamie.anne.scott79@gmail.com

4 Emil & Judy Speags

Shaver
Grace Email: gshaver6 @hotmail.com
22 Phil ¢ Kity Hamplon
Gilligan HPh: (816)-988-7411 KrHy
28 Louis & Ruth Lux
From the
Choir Loft
Happy New Year every- ; : =
—au g | one. Looking back over ' R BN
~ Advent and Christmas ser- A W W/

vices | can not remember H
: when there were so many ap py
activities that were offered for everyone to partici-
pate in and share the Christmas spirit. This coming

Sunday, January 8th, the choir will offer choral ) Dt
works that reflect the season of Epiphany. | will pro- I r ay
vide more information about the works in our v
-7 .
Tanudgs Bigtholgvs

weekly newsletter.
0% Dignd. Tedemell I7 Jim Stok

First Sunday Breakfast
resumes in February

The Friends of the Pancake took a well-deserved 0% KC““ﬂ Melien 13 Bill tagie
holiday break January 1. As a result, there was NO
BREAKFAST served on the first Sunday of « | J
the New Year. The regular First Sunday
Breakfast will resume February 5.

Friends of the Pancake serve
pancakes, eggs, breakfast
meats, juice and coffee in the
Undercroft on the First Sunday
of the month.

Join us at 9 a.m. in the under-
croft. It’s a great way to meet with fellow parishion-
ers, and make new friends.

Ob Helen Hen@ 13 BcHy Keuj
03 Tistan (‘Mi9 24 LouiS Lux
04 Bﬂjol96+ lngeesall 277 Lo Tameson

I Stephanie Green 31 Lign Ingegsi
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Ffrom the Parish

DOK Prayers

The Daughters of the King pray for the
following families this month:

L $

A Orcer
: - (;$ o of the (&
&%/ i h “Daughters

0 .
C T of the King
D)

$ #* %

+ "+ # $P

Parish Volunteer
Coordinators Named

There are numerous opportunities to volunteer your
services at Church of the Resurrection and several
parishioners have agreed to be coordinators to keep
things running smoothly.

Each coordinator will recruit for that position, train
and schedule appropriately, and respond to any per-
formance or timeliness issues.

The following have agreed to be Coordinators:
Coordinator Position
Diane Gerlach Lectors

Ray Lingrel Acolytes and Lay Readers
John Laster Greeters and Ushers

Gabe Conn Altar Guild

Bill Carle Counters

Children's Chapel Helpers
Coffee Hosts

If you are interested, please contact the appropriate
coordinator to help with that position.

Maura Zumwalt
James Townsend

Diocesan Clergy and Staff
LeaderSh'p The Rev. Ron Keel
Martin S. Field Priest and Rector

Bishop

Diane Gerlach
Parish Life Director
Vestry Leadership Vaughn Scarcliff

Music Director

Bill Carle Organist

Senior Warden

Ron Mcintire
VISIONS Editor
Parish Directory

Ray Lingrel
Junior Warden

Financial Report
December 2011

By Jim Gilligan
November YTD 2011 Budget
Total Receipts: $14,920.83  $155,896.64 $153,536.00
Total Expenses: $13,642.48 $152,959.45 $153,434.00
Total Pledges Total Paid  Balance Due
Capital Campaign: $222,690.00  $96,510.00 $126,180.00
Attendance figures for December
Worship Service Attendance
December 4 .....cooeeeviieeeiiee e 108
December 11.....ccccovvieeeiiiieec e 113
December 18.....ccccceovcivveeiiiee e 95
Christmas .....cccocveee i 153
Attendance........ccccoocvivee i 469

Deadline forthe February 2012 VIS IONS

Sunday, January 29, 2012
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Rector’s Study

Thoughts on New Year’s Resolutions

ne of the traditions associated with New

Year’s observances is the making of resolu-

tions, promises to stop or start something in
the new year. On the average, about half of American
adults make one or more New Year’s resolutions each
year, which commonly include weight loss, exercise,
quitting smoking or better money management.

Typically, about 75 percent of people who make
resolutions maintain their commitment through the
first week, but less than half keep their commitment
after six months. Numbers vary, of course, and some
people actually make desired changes in their lives.
But for the most part, new year’s resolutions are a
disappointment and a failure, and they, usually, come
up again at the next New Year.

Making New Year's Resolutions was started by
early Babylonians. Although this is generally as-
sumed as accurate, no one really knows, but it’s the
stuff of great trivial conversation at social gatherings.
For the Babylonians, the start of the new year was a
good time to return borrowed items, such as farming
equipment, and so begin the new year with a clean
slate. Some believe that New Year’s resolutions be-
gan as promises made to the gods, negotiating or bar-
gaining in the hope that the gods would grant some
favor in return, such as a good harvest. It was, also,
believed that breaking of New Year's resolutions
brought bad luck.

The Bible does not speak for or against the concept of
New Year’s resolutions. Every day is the day the Lord
has made, as Psalm 118:24 states, and “we will rejoice
and be glad in it.” Of course, one can make a resolution
or a promise to oneself any day of the year, and keeping
it or breaking it is in each person’s hands. One thing the
Bible does say in Ecclesiastes 5:2-5 is that if one makes
promises or vows to God, it shouldn’t be taken lightly.

“Do not be rash with your mouth, and let not your
heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in
heaven, and you on earth; therefore let your words be
few. When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay
it; for He has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you have
vowed— Better not to vow than to vow and not pay.”

Setting a goal or several goals at the beginning of

the new year can be stimulating, but it’s the motiva-
tion to keep the resolution that’s important. One can
determine to pray more, read the Bible more, go to
church regularly, or volunteer more, but these resolu-
tions will fail without motivation. The incentive must
come from within, with purpose and a plan. Even
though there might be a setback at times, the best
thing to do is to immediately start again.

After months and months of tests to develop an elec-
tric light-bulb, Thomas Edison was interviewed by a
reporter who asked Edison if he felt like a failure and if
he thought he should give up. Edison replied, “Young
man, why would | feel like a failure? And why would |
ever give up? | now know definitively over 9,000 ways
that an electric light bulb will not work. Success is al-
most in my grasp.” After over 10,000 attempts, Edison
successfully invented the light bulb.

The point is, don’t quit. If it’s a worthy goal, it’s
worth sticking to, even if it means starting over a few
times. Happy New Year, friends, and remember the
words of Ecclesiastes.

Fr. Ron+
Gresham
1Y It was good to see
Lawrence Gresham

=% and his daughter,
Merry Pat Woolver-
ton, who were attend-
ing the funeral of
JoAnn Alinder, De-
cember 21, 2011.

Lawrence, husband
of deceased member,
Pat Gresham, spent
many hours keeping
the furnace, air conditioner and other mechanical equip-
ment running in the early days of Resurrection.

The wedding of Merry Pat Gresham (Woolverton)
was the second marriage to be performed at Resurrec-
tion. She was married December 26, 1966. The Pre-
sider was The Rev. Edward R. Sims (Vicar).
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Episcopal
Church of the Resurrection

CALENDAR

January 2 Daughters of the King, 7 p.m.

January 16 KC Community Kitchen, Noon
January 4, 11, 18, 25 Bible Study, 1 p.m.

January 4, 11, 18, 25 Mid-wk Holy Eucharist, 6 p.m.
January 10 Vestry Meeting, 7 p.m.

January 15 Necessity Pantry Ingathering
January 21 Men’s Ministry, 9 a.m.

January 22 Annual Parish Meeting, 10:45 a.m.
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